
The Social Hinterlands of Washington, D.C.: A Regional Framework for City History

	From its beginnings in the 1790s, Washington, D.C. has been a border city–famously described by John F. Kennedy as a place of “southern efficiency and northern charm.” The new American nation carefully chose a site for a new capital that balanced regional interests. The members of the first Congress under the new Constitution understood the federal city as poised balanced between the northern and southern states and also between the Atlantic seaboard and the continental interior.
	Washington has also been a southern city from its origins to the present.  Additional  roles have been overlaid on its southern character, making it also a “northern” city (especially from 1861 to the 1880s), a national city (especially in the twentieth century), and a global city (especially since 1940). Nevertheless, it has continued to maintain a distinctive regional character that reciprocally supports the distinctiveness of the South Atlantic region.
	In this paper, I explore what I call the “social hinterland” of Washington, as distinguished from an economic or commercial hinterland. In effect, I propose to use Washington to show the possibilities of emphasizing a social and cultural dimension to city-regional history. Washington has never had wide-ranging commercial influence comparable to a Chicago or Montreal. But it has been a focus for interregional migration, a draw for regional elites, and symbolic prize among rival regions.

Cities and Regions

	Historians of North American cities have been well aware of the reciprocal relationships between city economies and their trading hinterlands. Attention to the concurrent growth of resource regions and their dominant cities traces in the United States to the traditions of urban boosterism and popular economic thought.11. David Hamer, New Towns in the New World (New York, 1990); Carl Abbott, Boosters and Businessmen: Popular Economic Thought in the Antebellum Middle West (Westport, CT, 1983). From the 1920s through the 1950s, economic and urban historians such as N. S. B. Gras, Harold Innis, and Richard Wade offered theoretical frameworks for understanding the historical processes of city-regional growth, as did urban geographers and sociologists such as Roderick McKenzie and Chauncy Harris.22. Norman S. B. Gras, “The Development of Metropolitan Economies in Europe and America,” American Historical Review, 27 (1922): 695-708; J. M. S. Careless, “Frontierism, Metropolitanism, and Canadian History,” Canadian Historical Review, 35 (1954): 1-21; Richard C. Wade, The Urban Frontier (Cambridge, MA, 1959); Roderick D. McKenzie, The Metropolitan Community (New York, 1933); Chauncy Harris, Salt Lake City: A Regional Capital (Chicago, 1940). Much of the supporting analysis centered on the urban role in promoting and building regional and interregional transportation systems.33. Carl Abbott, “Frontiers and Sections: Cities and Regions in American Growth,” American Quarterly, 37 (1985): 395-410.
	Increasing attention to the internal dynamics of ethnicity, class conflict, neighborhood development, and governance in the 1960s and 1970s shifted historical attention away from city-regions. However, William Cronon reinvigorated the older approach in his magisterial study of the interactions between Chicago and its resource hinterland in Nature’s Metropolis. To institutional economic history, newer studies have added quantitative analysis of banking patterns, railroad freight movements, and mercantile credit chains.44. William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (New York, 1991); Michael Conzen, “A Transport Interpretation of the Growth of Urban Regions: An American Example,” Journal of Historical Geography, 1 (1975): 361-82; Michael Conzen, “The Maturing Urban System in the United States, 1840-1910,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 67 (1977): 88-108; Allen Pred, Urban Growth and the Circulation of Information (Cambridge, MA, 1973).
	In contrast, the tendency of American regional studies has been to emphasize rural and folk culture and the early migration streams that extended New England, Middle, Upper South, and Lower South cultures into continental macroregions. As a supplement, cultural regional history examines smaller culture areas, such as Hispano New Mexico, Mormon Utah, or the German hill country of Texas, embedded within these large regions. What is sometimes acknowledged but insufficiently explored is the role of cities in organizing and sustaining cultural regions and subregions. As is perhaps more obvious in Europe than North America, cities express and sustain regional traits. They attract and direct migration streams. They house regionally identified institutions. They provide markets for regional cultural production.55. David R. Goldfield, Cottonfields and Skyscrapers: Southern City and Region, 1607-1980 (Baton Rouge, LA, 1982). 

Washington: A City for the South

	Washington, D.C. is a good case for studying this idea of social hinterlands. In particular, along with its roles as a neutral seat of government (“federal city”) and as a symbolic center and exemplar of American nationhood (“national city”), it has been a center for the maintenance of South Atlantic culture. Drawing on extensive research on Washington’s regional character, I want to examine how its regional social connections have functioned in three eras. In the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s, for example, asymmetrical  regional connections gave southerners disproportionate influence in Washington. After the northernizing of the city during and after the Civil War, shifting demographics in the early twentieth century led to a “resouthernization” of Washington that coincided with the “redemption” and reincorporation southern values and culture within the national culture. And even after World War II, regional connections to the southward remained stronger than those to the north.

Border Politics: 1840-1860

	At the beginning of the 1840s, the United States Capitol building was the occasion as well as the site for sectional politics. Senators and Representatives had considered the sectional implications of legislative and executive action in the building's meeting halls since 1801. But now, half a century after the adoption of the Constitution, the building itself was a focus of regional rivalry. 
	The question was four new paintings that were to adorn the Capitol rotunda.66. Vivien Green Fryd, Art and Empire: The Politics of Ethnicity in the United States Capitol, 1815-1860 (New Haven, CT, 1992). At issue were conflicting regional versions of the national creation story. In 1836, New Yorker Robert Weir painted "The Embarkation of the Pilgrims at Delft Haven, Holland." The painting, completed in 1843, spoke to Yankee pride in New England as the hearth of a new nation and the Pilgrims as "germ" of the great republic. The idea that the American nation grew from a Massachusetts seed sat poorly with Virginian Henry Wise, who secured a commission for2 Virginian John Chapman’s depiction of  "The Baptism of Pocahontas at Jamestown" to represent a national counter-myth to the Pilgrims.77. The two other rotunda paintings were "The Landing of Columbus at the Island Guanahani, West Indies" and "Discovery of the Mississippi by DeSoto," both topics that were safely continental rather than sectional. 
	As the rotunda debate suggests, an earlier fluidity of American regions was hardening into a fundamental division between North and South. The engines of the division were the rise of radical abolitionists and the regional targeting of antislavery agitation in the 1830s, followed by the reemergence of the issue of slavery expansion in the 1840s. Both the moral rhetoric of abolition and the economic agendas of sectional expansion created stronger and stronger sectional self-consciousness. Americans began to understand North and South as political sections and distinctive cultures as well as economic regions or loose groupings of states. Meditating institutions begin to split under the pressure--even open-doored churches such as Baptists and Methodists in 1844-45, for example.
 	In the midst of these changes, Washington in the 1840s and 1850s became increasingly southern in social character and self-consciousness.  To be sure, there were more northerners and European immigrants on the streets and in the work places than deep southerners, but neither group compared to the black and white Marylanders, Virginians, and D.C. natives from whom antebellum Washington drew both its business class and its white and black working class.	

	Information from the census of 1850 gives a clear picture of the regional origins of white Washington. More than half (52 percent) of the white residents of the District of Columbia had been born in the federal district. Another 19 percent were Virginia natives and 10 percent Marylanders. With 80 percent of the white residents drawn from the margins of Chesapeake Bay, the remaining 20 percent divided equally among European immigrants and migrants from elsewhere in the United States. Black Washingtonians, of course, were even more heavily from the federal district, northern Virginia, or tidewater Maryland. Outnumbering European immigrants two to one in 1850, blacks served the meals in Washington homes and hotels, made the beds for the gentry and forked the straw for their horses, wielded the picks and shovels on road work and construction projects, and left visitors an indelible impression of a southern town.88. Emily Edson Briggs, The Olivia Letters (New York, 1906), 24. 
	In turn, population and politics were the twin underpinnings for antebellum Washington's southernized social and political elite. Southerners held a firm grip on the national government through the 1840s and effectively controlled the Democratic administrations of Franklin Pierce and James Buchanan.99. The presidents of the 1840s were Virginia-born Harrison followed by southerners Tyler, Polk, and Taylor.  The Chief Justice from 1836 to 1864 was Roger Taney of Maryland.Southerners seemed to observers from other places to be born for the posturing and deal-making of politics. Alfred Bunn had exactly this impression, populating his description of Washington in the early 1850s with a series of colorful characters who were nearly all southerners--cotton planter, slave owner from Richmond, New Orleans merchant, Kentuckian, Tennessee Congressman, Arkansas planter . . . leavened with a lonely abolitionist.1010. Albert Bunn, Old England and New England, in a Series of Views Taken on the Spot (London, 1853), I, 242-49.The touchy southern sense of honor entwined itself around political issues. Congressmen sometimes went armed, took insult and tussled on the House or Senate floor, and faced each other in the early morning on the dueling grounds at Bladensburg.1111. Lawrence A. Gobright, Recollections of Men and Things at Washington during the third of a Century (Philadelphia, 1869).
	Reinforcing the southern tone of official politics was an easy social alliance of tidewater families and southern politicians. Southern Congressmen were much more likely than northerners to bring their families to Washington and to mingle with local business families. In the 1850s the "Southern queens of society" were Mrs. Jefferson Davis, Mrs. John Slidell, Mrs. John Crittenden.1212. Briggs, Olivia Letters, 181; Kathryn Allamong Jacob, Capital Elites: High Society in Washington, D.C., after the Civil War (Washington, 1995), 38-39; Ellis, Sights and Secrets of the National Capital (New York, 1869), 418-20.For a sympathetic observer it was lively and light-hearted society that inspired the envy of dour outsiders. "There was, on the part of the North," remembered Virginia Clay, the young wife of an Alabama senator, "a palpable envy of the hold the South had retained so long upon the federal city, whether in politics or society." For the unsympathetic, it was narrow and unchallenging: "It was a pleasant sort of life, if one would steer clear of the humanities and be a philosopher of the Southern make; that is, to have more egotism than charity. It was not a very cultivated condition. . . .  We dealt largely in politics and little social chit-chat."1313. Virginia Clay Clopton, A Belle of the Fifties: Memoirs of Mrs. Clay, of Alabama, Covering Social and Political Life in Washington and the South, 1853-66 (New York, 1904), 143; Donn Piatt, quoted in Ellis, The Sights and Secrets, 417. 
	North and South both knew who managed the social connections and political gossip. In J. B. Jones's novel The Rival Belles, the Tingle family descend on Washington in the mid-1850s for father to pursue a cabinet post and daughters to snag husbands. When Anne and Emily meet the Hon. Charles Edward Dudley of Carolina, they try to assure acceptance into local society by making absolutely clear that their home may be Philadelphia but their sympathies are fully southern.1414. J. B. Jones, The Rival Belles, or Life in Washington (Philadelphia, 1878)Proper Washingtonians developed a style of embarking to Virginia Springs, White Sulphur Springs, and other southern mountain spas to continue the social whirl through the summer.1515. Mary Jane Windle [McLane], Life in Washington, and Life Here and There (Philadelphia, 1859); Albert Gallatin Riddle, Alice Brand: A Romance of the Capital (Cleveland, 1875), 268; Mrs. N. P. Lasselle, Annie Grayson; or Life in Washington (Philadelphia, 1853), 254. 
	Both northerners and southerners by the 1850s saw Washington as the first southern city on the road southward from New York and Philadelphia, the last southern city on the way north. Georgetown College drew most of its students from southern Catholic families; Columbian College filled its halls with southern Baptists. For Henry Adams, first impressions in 1850 were of "low wooden houses . . . scattered along the streets, as in other Southern villages" and slavery: "Slavery struck him in the face; it was a horror; a crime; the sum of all wickedness. . . . Slave states were dirty, unkempt, poverty-stricken, ignorant, vicious."1616. Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams (New York, 1931), 44.For Mary Jane Windle the judgment was altogether different, equating southernness with genteel society and soft climate, tulip trees, clematis, and lilacs rustling in the spring breeze. Writing for a South Carolina newspaper during the Buchanan administration, she found that "our southern home [Washington] has gained astonishingly" by a peep at "money-loving, money-grasping" New York. "Pleasant was it, after the dust and drought of Broadway . . . to inhale the fragrance of the sweet-brier and honeysuckle of the Capitol grounds . . . "1717. Windle, Life in Washington, 136-38.
	
The Capital of Reconciliation: 1890-1930

	In the second era that I am highlighting, Washington resouthernized” in society and culture. A striking characteristic from the 1890s through the 1920s is the reassertion of southern values and affiliations as memories of the Civil War and Reconstruction faded and the United States reintegrated the white South. As Henry James put the situation so allusively after a journey southward in 1906, Washington lay in that zone where "the North ceases to insist, [and] the South may begin to presume."1818. Henry James, The American Scene (London, 1907), 303. James was contrasting the northern mode of explicit political and economic influence (insistence) with a southern mode of implicit cultural influence (presumption). Both were active or expansive, but they operated in different fashions in different realms. 
	Starting points for understanding the resurgence are two novels: Henry Adams's acerbic Democracy (1880) offered a preview of the thinness of Washington's northern reconstruction. Madeleine Lee of New York, the novel's protagonist, descends on Washington out of boredom to observe the political scene and leaves after a few social seasons; she is an intellectual carpetbagger. One of the rivals for her attention is the sharply contrasting John Carrington, a lawyer from southside Virginia transplanted to Washington to repair his fortunes after the war. Carrington arrives in Washington before Madeleine Lee, fits in more easily with local manners, and stays after she has departed.  Washington, implies Adams, has its natural social hinterland to the south.
	Gertrude Atherton in Senator North (1900) also drove her plot through a young woman who has decided to learn about politics. Betty Madison has returned to Washington after several years in schools and Europe. She is a woman of an old Washington family, one of the cave dwellers pushed aside by the flood of post-bellum newcomers such as Madeleine Lee. Betty is by far the most "modern" of her family, contrasting with a brother who cultivates the air of a professional southerner. But unlike Mrs. Lee, she is locally rooted, with no New York as an inviting fallback when Washington grows boring. In characters and plot, the world of Senator North shows the staying power of the South. Sojourning northerners are less prominent, as if the capital is losing its interest and allure. Southern family is stubbornly persistent. And the novel's action turns on the unhappy life of Betty's half-sister, whose fate is sealed by the taint of a distant black ancestor. For Atherton, southern values are the only appropriate model for white Washingtonians. It is fine to be up-to-date like Betty--to be New Southern--but tragedy ensues when generations of racial custom are thrown aside.
	Atherton's Madison family would have been happy with the explicitly regional intellectual activity in turn of century Washington. The genteel Virginian Thomas Nelson Page made his Washington home a social and literary center for southern writers. Southerners residing in Washington founded a Southern History Association in 1896 and sponsored occasional publications and meetings until 1907.1919. Federal Writers Project, Washington: A Guide to the Nation’s Capital, (New York, 1942), 167; E. Merton  Coulter, "What Has the South Done about Its History," in George  B. Tindall, ed., The Pursuit of Southern History: Presidential  Addresses of the Southern Historical Association, 1935-63 (Baton  Rouge, LA, 1964), 20-21; Wilhelmus Bogart Bryan, Bibliography of the  District of Columbia (Washington, 1898).   Washington periodicals claimed a regional rather than national audience with titles such as Southern Churchman, South Atlantic, Southern Guide, Southern Literary Messenger, and Southern Commercial.
	In the same years, Washington was becoming more southern in its people. Census figures on the place of birth of the District of Columbia's white residents are available for each decade through 1930. Native-born whites can be divided among those born in the North and West, those born in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Delaware, and those born in the remainder of the South. Between 1870 and 1930, the percentage of residents born in the District, Maryland, and Delaware declined from greater than two-thirds to just over one-half. The proportion of southerners more than doubled but that of northerners grew by only 28 percent.
	The composition of the white elite reflected the same fading of the northern influence that had arrived in the Civil War years. The founders of the Washington Board of Trade, the new spokesmen for the commercial city, included the publishers of the Star and Post, prominent retailers, manufacturers, bankers, and attorneys.2020. Washington Board of Trade, Twenty-Seventh Annual Report  (1917-18), 12-13; Washington Chamber of Commerce, First Annual  Report (Jan. 14, 1908), 3; The Book of Washington, Sponsored by  the Washington Board of Trade (Washington, 1930), 3, 7, 250. Half of the founding directors in 1889 were northerners.. By the 1910s and 1920s, however, native Washingtonians and southerners held an increasing edge as Board of Trade directors. The Chamber of Commerce (1908-1934) defined its goals more narrowly as a "Greater Commercial Washington." Its membership overlapped the Board of Trade but with a heavier representation of smaller retailers and wholesalers. By the 1920s, its leadership too was weighted toward the South.
 	The regional composition of Washington's black community underwent a similar tilt toward the south. The economic depression of the 1890s renewed the migration from Virginia and Maryland. In turn, the Carolinas and Georgia began to supplant the Chesapeake states as the source of black migrants after 1910.2121. Mintz, "Historical Ethnography of the Black Washington, D.C.," Records of the Columbia Historical Society (Charlottesville, VA, 1989), 237.  From 1880 to 1930, approximately 40 percent of the District's black residents were born within its boundaries. However, the deeper South now replaced Virginia and Maryland as the dominant source area for new residents. Net black migration from the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida was three times that from the North in the 1910s and more than ten times during the 1920s. 
	The new migration is deeply embedded within family memories and connections of twentieth century Washington. Edward Jones's short story "A New Man" centers on a Washingtonian who started in Georgia and worked his way north through the Carolinas and Virginia: "He also found in the trunk some letters he wrote his father from the camps and from railroad yards and from the places he worked as he made his way up to Washington."2222. Edward P. Jones, Lost in the City (New York, 1992), 220.With expanding job opportunities, Washington was the most accessible "northern" city, but it was still much more homelike than a New York or Pittsburgh. It was a place where Langston Hughes could appreciate the vibrancy of Seventh Street, "the long, old, dirty street, where the ordinary Negroes hang out, folks with practically no family tree at all  . . . folks who work hard for a living with their hands. On Seventh Street in 1924 they played the blues, ate watermelon, barbecue, and fish sandwiches, shot pool, told tall tales. . ."2323. Langston Hughes, The Big Sea (New York, 1963), 208-209. 
	If men dominated the Seventh Street sidewalks, women did much of the work of maintaining cultural links. They organized and nurtured church organizations that maintained Carolina social connections. They kept track of widespread families and supervised visits between country and city. They conserved downhome behaviors and household customs. This is a role that novelist Marita Golden tries to capture in the life of Naomi Reeves Johnson of North Carolina: "When I got settled good in the house, I sent for Mama and Daddy . . . I'd planted a Carolina garden out in the backyard of squash, tomatoes, and peas, just like I'd done back home and Mama sat on the back porch when she saw it, shaking her head and smiling."2424. Marita Golden, Long Distance Life (New York, 1989), 38.  Also see Spencer Crew, "Melding the Old and New: The Modern African American Community, 1930-1960," in Francine Curro Cary, ed.,  Urban Odyssey: A Multicultural History of Washington, D.C. (Washington, 1996), 216-17. 
	What many of Washington's new black migrants found, however, was no longer the relatively open and "northern" community of the 1870s and 1880s. Instead, the city joined the developing southern system of race relations--gradually in the 1890s and more rapidly in the early twentieth century. De facto segregation appeared in hotels, restaurants, theaters, and hospitals in the early 1900s, at the same time that southern Congressmen began to press for formal segregation of the public transit system. The once integrated Board of Trade now excluded several blacks of significant economic standing, such as hotel owner and building contractor James T. Wormley. The Women's Christian Temperance Union had no room for black women after 1908.  
	The Republican policy of cementing the allegiance of black voters by opening positions in the federal bureaucracy met its first setbacks under Grover Cleveland in 1885. An early version of the Republican "Southern strategy" added a racial component after 1900. Soon after North Carolina's George H. White, the last black Congressman, left office in 1901, Theodore Roosevelt (and his successor William Howard Taft) lost interest in finding jobs for black Republicans. The number of black federal employees in Washington dropped to 1450 by 1908.2525. King, Separate and Unequal: Black Americans and the U.S. Federal Government (Oxford, UK, 1995), 7, 47; Mintz, "Historical Ethnography," 247; Willard Gatewood, Aristocrats of Color: The Black Elite, 1880-1920 (Bloomington, IN, 1990).    
	A troubling trend became a revolution with the inauguration of the southern segregationist Woodrow Wilson. The new president further curtailed the customary appointments of high-level black officials in the federal service after 1913. New attitudes at the top of the executive branch set the tone for assaults on job security, often in the name of a "harmonious workplace."2626. King, Separate and Unequal, 10.Blacks found it harder to obtain entry level jobs as well, especially after 1914 when the U.S. Civil Service Commission required photographs on all application forms. Accompanying the standard "rule of three" that allowed employers to pick from the top three names on Civil Service job lists, the photographs made racial discrimination easy. The only practical purpose, wrote Kelly Miller in 1923, was "to exclude the applicant whose face shows pigmentation."2727. Kelly Miller to William Dudley Foulke, Civil Service Reform Association, 18 Sept. 1923, in King, Separate and Unequal, 48-49.       
	Wilson's officials also segregated federal work places with strong support from the President.The Wilsonian position was repeatedly to argue the advantages of separation: "My colleagues in the departments . . . were seeking, not to put the Negro employees at a disadvantage, but they were seeking to make arrangements which would prevent any kind of friction between white employees and the Negro employees."2828. King, Separate and Unequal, 3, 5, 9, 13-14, 20, 28-29.The creation of "pleasant" working conditions required separate desks, separate cafeteria tables, separate lunchrooms. Behind the formal actions was the power of southern opinion as Wilson sought to entrench the Democratic Party in the federal government and to appease white racial radicals such as novelist Thomas Dixon, who wrote the Wilson that "the establishment of Negro men over white employees of the Treasury Department has in the minds of many thoughtful men and women long been a serious offense against the cleanliness of our social life."2929. Thomas Dixon to Woodrow Wilson, 27 July, 1913, in Arthur S. Link, ed., Papers of Woodrow Wilson (Princeton, NJ, 1978), Vol. 27: 88-89    
	Despite campaign promises, a return to Republican presidents in the 1920s did not alter the progress of segregation. Cabinet secretaries under Harding and Coolidge retained the segregated bureaus that they inherited from the Wilson administration and often expanded racial separation in periodic office reorganizations. The argument of "efficiency" justified segregated lunchrooms, elevators, restrooms, and offices--sometimes split by flimsy improvised partitions. Even the relatively progressive Herbert Hoover ignored complaints from the NAACP and the National Equal Rights League and shied away from further steps toward workplace integration.3030. August Meier and Elliott Rudwick, "The Rise of Segregation in the Federal Bureaucracy, 1900-1930," Phylon, 28 (1967): 178-84.
 
	In the federal city, federal officials set the tone. Washington by the 1920s was "a southern city as far as blacks are concerned."3131. "Washington, D.C.," Fortune, 19 (Dec. 1934), 130. Langston Hughes came to Washington in 1924 after growing up in the Middle West and exploring Europe. He discovered a city "like the South" with "all the prejudices and Jim Crow customs of any Southern town."3232. Hughes, Big Sea, 206.Mary Church Terrell was a member of the black elite, but she too knew that Washington had changed for the worse in her fifty years of residence. "I have lived in Washington for fifty years," she wrote in 1940, "and while it was far from being 'a paradise' for colored people when I first touched these shores, it has done a great deal since then to make conditions for them intolerable." And Terrell had no question that Washington was thoroughly southern: "If it [the capital] had been located in the North, East or West the status of colored people would be far better than it is."3333. Mary Church Terrell, A Colored Woman in a White World (Washington, 1940), 383, 385.
	
South Atlantic Metropolis: 1950-2000

	Maurice Low used Washington's summer climate to introduce "The City of Leisure" to readers of the Atlantic Monthly as the twentieth century opened: 
"Looking up from my desk at the close of a day almost tropical in its sensuous languorousness, with a sky so brilliant blue that it seems to take on the color of the flowers beneath rather than to reflect them, with the air laden with the perfume of magnolias and other heavy odors of our Southern flowers . . ."3434. A. Maurice Low, "Washington: The City of Leisure," Atlantic Monthly, 86 (Dec 1900): 767.  
Throughout the twentieth century, even if society has seemed at times to northernize, Washington's "air" has been southern. Warm air weighted down with moisture seeps more slowly but just as inexorably northward along the summer coast--the "humid Southern sun-blurred breeze" of poet Gary Snyder. August tourists can feel their own experience in Karl Shapiro's lines: "From summer and the wheel-shaped city/That sweats like a swamp and wrangles on/Its melting streets . . ."3535. Gary Snyder, "It Pleases," No Nature: New and Selected Poems (New York, 1992), 235; Karl Shapiro, "Washington Cathedral," Collected Poems, 1940-1978 (New York, 1978), 5. As the warm night falls, the visitor might also think of Jean Toomer's southward view from the grounds of the Soldier's Home on a hilltop due north of the Capitol.
The ground is high. Washington lies below. Its light spreads like a blush against the darkened sky. Against the soft dusk sky of Washington. And when the wind is from the South, soil of my homeland falls like a fertile shower upon the lean streets of the city.3636. Jean Toomer, Cane (New York, 1923), 85.
	Southern climate is a metaphor for southern culture, as Toomer's novel about black Americans in the 1920s makes clear. Incorporation of northern values and connections within Washington's public institutions of government, education, and commercial promotion has been balanced by the persistence of southern characteristics and connections in private values and behavior. More people in the Washington area read Southern Living than New York. In complementary fashion, residents of the South Atlantic states (and the West) are more likely to keep up on local developments by subscribing to The Washingtonian than are northeasterners and middle westerners. 
	Washington sports teams in the middle twentieth century approached racial integration with southern caution. After he moved the Redskins of the National Football League from Boston to Washington in 1937, owner George Preston Marshall consciously marketed the team as an all-white standard bearer through the 1940s and 1950s. With competing teams to the north, Marshall's natural market for radio broadcasts and ticket sales lay in the South. In the off season, the racially distinct Redskins cultivated the market with exhibition tours through southern cities. The marketing strategy presumably benefitted from the fame of Texan Sammy Baugh, the 'Skins first star quarterback. The Washington Senators of the American league were also slow to add black American players to their roster (although management oddly deemed Cuban players acceptable).3737. Nelson Polsby, "The Washington Community, 1960-1980," in Thomas E. Mann and Norman Ornstein, eds., The New Congress (Washington, ), 20. 
	Washington's role in the propagation of indigenous South Atlantic musical traditions offers a specific illustration of the intensification of southern cultural ties. The migrations of the 1930s and 1940s brought the evolving bluegrass music of the eastern Appalachians to Washington. As the most accessible and "southern" of the major eastern markets, greater Washington has supported specialized clubs and radio stations since the 1950s, summer festivals and publications since the 1960s.3838. Neil V. Rosenberg,  Bluegrass: A History (Urbana, IL, 1985).  
	A number of practitioners of the Piedmont blues style that emerged in Virginia and the Carolinas in the early twentieth century similarly moved to Washington as the first stop "up the road" to the North. Early centers and markets for Piedmont blues were smaller cities such as Spartanburg, Durham, and Richmond, but Washington has had the advantage of a larger musical market and opportunities to support a family with non-music jobs. Blues artists in the Washington area often keep family ties to the rural South and fold its places into their lyrics.3939. Barry Lee Pearson, Virginia Piedmont Blues: The Lives and Art of Two Virginia Bluesmen (Philadelphia, 1990); Bruce Bastin, Red River Blues: The Blues Tradition in  the Southeast (Urbana, IL, 1986), 315-17; Glenn Hinson to author, May 30, 1987; Michael Licht to author, April 24, 1987.

	Professional and amateur musicians are one specialized subgroup within a much larger migration stream that has continued to reinforce Washington's southern character. In the 1960s and 1970s, Washington counted twice as many residents born in the Carolinas as in New York and Pennsylvania. Aggregate migration data for 1935-40, 1955-60, and 1975-80 show a consistent over representation from the South Atlantic states, Southwest, and Far West compared with the numbers predicted by a simple gravity model. Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, the Ohio Valley, and the Great Lakes states have been under represented. In the aggregate, the South exclusive of Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia accounted for 32 percent of migrants to the District of Columbia in the later 1930s, 34 percent of migrants to the larger metropolitan area in the later 1950s, and 30 percent in the later 1970s.
	Migrants with paychecks from the Department of Defense are especially likely to have had southern connections, for the growth of military administration in Washington has meant the expansion of an institution historically dominated by  southerners. Despite declines after both world wars, the postwar American officer corps continued to draw disproportionately from persons of southern birth and pre-military education. As late as 1980, the South supplied more than its per capita share of all enlistees.4040. Morris Janowitz, The Professional Soldier: A Social and  Political Portrait (Glencoe, IL, 1960), 87-89; John Hawkins  Napier III, "Military Tradition," in  Charles Regan Wilson and  William Ferris, eds., Encyclopedia of Southern Culture (Chapel Hill, NC, 1989), 641-43.Even military men and women with northern backgrounds are likely to have had the experience of southern living through service at southern bases, which accounted for 48 percent of all military postings in 1980.4141. Alvin Sunseri, "Military and Economy," in Wilson and  Ferris, Encyclopedia of Southern Culture, 731-32.Since the early years of the century, many military personnel have tended to stay or return to the Washington area after retirement.4242. C. Taylor Barnes and Curtis C. Roseman, "The Effect of  Military Retirement on Population Redistribution," Texas Business Review, 55 (1981): 100-06.
	A substantially larger portion of Washington's new southerners have been blacks from the Carolinas and Georgia who have maintained both folk culture and family connections. Anthropologist Brett Williams has documented surviving southern folkways dealing with food, fishing, gardening, and healing. If the Metroliner and air shuttle to New York are the armatures that support a Washington-Northeast communications network, Interstate 95 from Washington to Savannah provides the basis for an equally active Washington-Southeast social network. Black colleges in the Carolinas have alumni groups in Washington. Gospel ensembles in Washington keep open an active creative exchange by hosting choirs and quartets from the Carolinas and Georgia and making their own annual visits to particular South Atlantic churches. Black churches are likely to hold Carolina days, and social clubs for migrants from specific South Atlantic communities have survived for decades. Family members visit between Washington and the Carolinas, attend annual reunions, and shift residence back and forth between South and city. Many Washington families regularly send their children or grandchildren south for the summer, keeping alive a sense that the South is home as much as the city up the road.4343. Brett Williams, Upscaling Downtown: Stalled  Gentrification in Washington, D.C. (Ithaca, NY, 1988), "The South in the City," Journal of Popular Culture, 16 (1982): 30-41, and interview, April 10, 1987; John Cromartie and Carol Stack, "Reinterpretation of Black Return and Nonreturn Migration to the South, 1975-1980," Geographical Review, 79 (1989): 297-310. 
	Travel patterns facilitated by postwar highway building have also reintensified Washington's connections with nearby rural districts where historic southern culture survived into the later twentieth century in relative isolation from the industrial growth of the New South. Chesapeake Bay and its tidal rivers have long been a local migration field and an economic resource for watermen operating out of the lower Potomac. The northern counties of Virginia and the upper Potomac basin similarly looked to Washington as communication and retail center.4444. Joseph McGee, Social and Economic Aspects of the  Functional Entity of Washington, D.C., Catholic University  Studies in Sociology, 25 (Washington, 1947); William Warner,  Beautiful Swimmers: Watermen, Crabs, and the Chesapeake Bay  (Boston, 1976).
	 Finally, we can trace the regional consciousness in the choice of regional terminology for the names of businesses and organizations.4545. John Shelton Reed, "The Heart of Dixie: An Essay in Folk  Geography," Social Forces, 54 (1976): 925-39; Wilbur Zelinsky, "North America's Vernacular Regions," Annals of the  Association of American Geographers, 70 (1980): 1-16. City directories for the District of Columbia for 1912 through 1970 and combined city and suburban telephone directories for 1970, 1986, and 1997 have been examined for the use of three sets of regional terms as the initial word in business or organizational names. "North" and its variations have been also-rans from the start. More interesting are a complex of "middle" terms. "East" may imply connection to the northeastern seaboard. It may also group with "Atlantic" and "middle" as a set of neutral names that avoid identification with either North or South. Taken in aggregate, these three regional identifiers passed southern terms in popularity soon after World War II and surged further ahead after 1970. 
	
Washington and the Persistent South	 
	
	Descriptions of metropolitan regions often emphasize their role as purveyors and exporters of culture and information which is presumed to diffuse outward from a center of origin and down the urban hierarchy.4646. John Borchert, "America's Changing Metropolitan Regions," Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 62 (1972): 352-73; Allan Pred, City-Systems in Advanced Economies (New York, 1977).  Because postbellum Washington was located near the edge of a politically assertive North and its expanding economic core, the capital city provided a gateway through which new ways and people entered the South from the national economic and intellectual core in the Northeast and upper Middle West. The northernization of national institutions from 1860 to 1900 was perhaps the most important way that Washington became an agent for regional change, but the even its southern commercial strategy remained dependent on capital from the larger northeastern cities. 
	Gateways work two ways, however. Although Washington certainly represented and transmitted a dominant northern culture and interest, it had a reciprocal function in attracting and concentrating southerners and centralizing institutions oriented to the South. The assembly of small railroad companies into the Southern, Atlantic Coast Line, and Seaboard Air Line rail systems during the 1890s, for example, may have opened southern markets to penetration by northern manufacturers, but the railroads also made Washington an easy destination for southerners looking for urban opportunities. Networks for professional recruitment and the dissemination of ideas spread south as well as north. The same economic processes that tied the city to Philadelphia and New York thus stabilized its southern cultural affiliations in an ironic balance of regional relations. The city in 1930 was linked to national networks focused on the Northeast, but it was equally attached to the South in the character of everyday life.
	My analysis is an argument not for direct survival but for re-created and reformulated continuity. "Southernness" in Washington has possessed the staying power to survive two regional invasions. It survived an even larger invasion national bureaucrats since the 1930s. What emerged each time was certainly not the old city, for northernization and nationalization changed the character of the city and its people. But each "new" Washington was also a city that was southern in important and sometimes new ways.
	The examination of Washington’s repeatedly revitalized and redefined southernness is a powerful reminder that regions are not simply residual categories that preserve fragments of a simpler society in the maelstrom of modernization. Instead, they are active cultural products that are constantly reinterpreted and reformed by residents and newcomers. In this process, cities as focal points for migration and institutions play central roles. Urbanization can be transformative, but it can also be culturally conservative.

